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Bibliotheca Alexandrina Information for Africa
(BAIFA) by Nabil Reda.

At the dawn of the twenti-
eth-first century, the Bibli-
otheca Alexandrina (BA)
assumed its leading role in
the world as a center of
excellence in knowledge
and intellect. The BA has
embarked on a new jour-
ney to connect those with
common interests and ex-
pertise with the aim of
facilitating knowledge de-
velopment and enabling
immediate and collabora-
tive knowledge sharing,
thus becoming a leading
library and institution for
the digital age and the new

millennium.

As part of its regional ef-
forts toward achieving this
goal, the BA has placed a
special focus on the Afri-
can Continent. A new in-
formation service, the Bib-
liotheca Alexandrina Infor-
mation for Africa (BAIFA),
was launched in 2016 to

focus on promoting Afri-
can research and enhanc-
ing the role played by in-
formation services for Af-
rican countries. By adopt-

ing an innovative approach
towards research and pro-
fessional development,
BAIFA aims to establish a
distinguished platform for
sharing experiences among
peers and experts within
Africa.

Through BAIFA, the BA is
capitalizing on a former

effort started by the Royal
Tropical Institute of the
Netherlands (KIT) togeth-
er with Elsevier based on
two memoranda of under-
standing signed by both

parties with the BA in
2013. These two memo-
randa serve the best inter-
est of both researchers
and research institutions in
African least—developed

and low—income countries.

In order to achieve its ob-
jectives and address the
needs of its users, BAIFA
offers through its website
free access to a large num-
ber of e-resources on di-
verse themes, such as cul-
ture, knowledge transfer,
decentralization and local
governance, health, and
sustainable economic de-
velopment. BAIFA also
offers full access to two of
Elsevier’s databases
(ScienceDirect and Sco-
pus) for eligible research-
ers that meet BAIFA mem-
bership criteria, through
its official website.
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Researchers, Librarians and
Information professionals
are invited to join the
BAIFA trainings to learn
from the very best profes-
sionals in their fields from
anywhere and at any time,
in an accessible and con-
venient manner.

Within the same context,
BAIFA also launches a
number of programs and
activities in several fields of
interest. Through these
programs, BAIFA connects
those with common inter-
ests together, provides va-
rieties that best fulfill the
different needs and prefer-
ences, helps raise aware-
ness and stimulate action,
engages professionals, and
supports building and de-
veloping capacity-building.
Through these different
services provided, BAIFA
contributes to the achieve-
ment of the Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs) in Africa which are
in direct alignment with the
African Union’s

Agenda 2063. Mark-

ing the Goal “4:

Quality Education”

and Goal “17: Part-
nerships for the

Goals”, BAIFA takes

on its responsibility

IFLA AFRICA SECTION

the role of ensuring equitable
quality education through equi-
table access of information by
increasing the international co-
operation which is achieved
through building up networks
of professional partners. BAIFA
works on keeping the thriving
research community alive in
low—and middle—income coun-
tries in Africa, and improves
the quality and quantity of Afri-
can scientific research; which
consequently helps narrowing
the gap of knowledge between
high—income countries and low
—and middle—income countries
by providing access to the best
of science.

Join us now! Sign up, to enjoy
our different services we offer
to Africans on our website and
on our official Facebook page
www.bibalex.org/baifa
www.facebook.com/
BAlnformationForAfrica

Q\IA Information For Africa



IFLA’s Global Vision discussion brought together thousands of representatives of the library
field worldwide to explore how a connected library field can meet the challenges of the future.
IFLA needed us to act and on 6 September 2017 at Alberton Public Library, LIASA: Gauteng
South Chapter in South Africa joined the global vision discussion to create the future we want
to see.Global Vision Discussion required our expertise input and participation so we can make
the library field as ready as possible for what tomorrow might bring

The Regional Manager for Africa facilitated the meeting under the auspices of LIASA: Gauteng .
Engaging on the Global Vision exercise was fun with active participation of all in the meeting.

It also elicited a good communication in the room especially that the choice of responses from the
website were not exposed to participants before the start of the meeting.

Collaboration and connectivity prevailed in the room as participants walk around to plot their ideas

Lesson learned: wherever in the world you are situated, the LIS

0 share the same sentiments about the profession

O share the same challenges

0 Unfortunately we don’t share this information and through the Global Vision we have connected
In closing, all participants we encouraged to cast their vote online. It was noted that most of them

have already done so and also encouraged their colleagues in their respective organizations to vote

TOGETHER SAAM SKEP RI ROTHE SISONKE MOHO HINKWENI
WE CREATE ONS DIE RI FHATA SAKHA RE AHA HINA HI AKA
THE FUTURE! TOEKOMS! VHUMATSHELO! IKUSASA! BOKAMOSO! VUMUNDZUKU

#iflaGlobalVision #iflaGlobalVision #iflaGlobalVision #iflaGlobalVision #iflaGlobalVision #iflaGlobalVision

By Lindi Nhlapho. Regional Manager ( IFLA Africa)
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LITTLE FREE LIBRARY

Take a book, leave a book little library outside the University of
South Africa, Science Library, Florida Campus stands in the mid-
dle of two busy entrances, the Science Library and the entrance
of the main auditorium at Florida Campus

The Little Library was created from an unused access door from the
Science Library. The Free Little Library was created as a display towards
the 2014 LIS Research Symposium hosted by Unisa Library Services at
Florida Campus in July 2014. Since then, it was never removed and has
become a permanent feature.

Take a book, leave a book little library outside the University of
South Africa, Science Library, Florida Campus stands in the mid-
dle of two busy entrances, the Science Library and the entrance
of the main auditorium at Florida Campus

The Little Library was created from an unused access door from the
Science Library. The Free Little Library was created as a display to-
wards the 2014 LIS Research Symposium hosted by Unisa Library Ser-
vices at Florida Campus in July 2014. Since then, it was never re-
moved and has become a permanent feature. The Little Free Library
is very busy than envisaged when it was created. The Little Free Li-
brary is very busy than envisaged when it was created.

By Lindi Nhlapho.
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Call for corresponding membership.

IFLA AFRICA Section 2018-2019

~

ARE
AFRICA

Oyt tha dnacs ol sty wnd oxdibors o, Coma dn Coarw

The IFLA Africa section invites
candidates to be corresponding
members to the section for the du-
ration of 2018-2019.

The roles of corresponding mem-
bers are as follows

To represent countries in geo-
graphical areas, which might not
otherwise be represented, and
provide expertise in a specific sub-
ject field. Being a member also is
a great way to introduce individu-
als to the work of the Committee
who might then later stand for
election.

Corresponding Members receive
the Standing Committee papers
and are expected to maintain reg-
ular contact with the Officers and
other Standing Committee mem-
bers.

Such members shall be appointed (by
the Standing Committee) for an initial
two-year term, renewable for one fur-
ther term of two years on the decision of
the Section's Chair.

The Standing Committee might appoint
Corresponding Members to work on
particular projects, or to provide input
on certain activities. Corresponding
Members have no voting rights in
Standing Committee meetings, but if
they are able to attend a meeting of the
Committee, they are entitled to speak
but they do not contribute to the quor-
um.

CV’s should be sent to the Chair and
the Secretary of the section using the
emails below.
nthabiseng.kotsokoane@monash.edu
(Secretary) IFLA Africa Section
roshafack@gmail.com (Chairperson) IFLA

Africa section.



mailto:nthabiseng.kotsokoane@monash.edu
mailto:roshafack@gmail.com
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IFLA Africa Section Satellite Meeting Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia 2018 - Call for Papers

The IFLA Africa Section is seeking proposals for
a satellite meeting to be held at the IFLA 84th
World Library and Information Congress in Kua-
la Lumpur, Malaysia .

Proposals chosen for presentation will examine
how Libraries:

e Have developed community information
literacy programmes and partnerships

e Liaised with other community groups to
achieve national development.

e Collaborated with national governments to
achieve the United Nations 2030 Agenda.
Collaborated with national governments work-
ing towards realising Agenda 2063 and achiev-
ing the Africa we want.

Themes

e Public Libraries and community engage-
ment

e Information Literacy for Development.

e ICTs for LIS Development

e Information Literacy for Empowering the
community

e Quality information empowers society
Exploration of the way in which local libraries
can contribute to community development.
The proposal must be the original work of
the author(s) and should be written in ei-
ther English or French. Each abstract must
contain:

1. Title of proposed presentation

1. Outline of the proposed presentation (no
more than 350 words)

2. Position or title of presenter(s)

3. Presenter(s) employer or affiliated insti-
tution

4. Email address, Telephone/fax numbers
5. Short biographical statement of the pre-
senter/s, with digital photograph.

All proposals will be evaluated by a refereeing team of
the Standing Committee of the IFLA Africa Section.

Please note

At least one of the paper’s authors must be present to
deliver a summary of the paper during the program in
Malaysia. Abstracts should only be submitted with the
understanding that the expenses of attending the
conference will be the responsibility of the author(s)/
presenter(s) of accepted papers.

All papers that are presented at the WLIC 2018 will be
made available online via the IFLA Library under the
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 license.

Authors of accepted papers must complete the IFLA
Authors’ Permission Form.


https://www.ifla.org/africa
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Africa Section Satellite Meeting — IFLA 2018

Ry N URY, A
%) MONASH University

Libraries as Centers of Community
Engagements for Development.

The IFLA Africa Section will be holding a satellite meeting
at the IFLA 84%World Library and Information Congress

in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Date : 23 August 2018

Venue : Monash University Malaysia

Jalan Lagoon Selatan
47500 Bandar Sunway
Selangor Darul Ehsan
Malaysia .

Contact the IFLA, Chairperson and
Secretary for more details.

5% you Www,


https://www.ifla.org/africa




