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SNAC Cooperative objectives:
● Built an international membership
● Include archives, libraries and museums
● Develop reliable descriptions of entities 

(creators)
● Link to historical records that are primary 

evidence for understanding an entity’s life 
and work

● Serve a global audience of researchers, 
teachers, historians, curators, and others

Leadership:
University of Virginia Library

● Administration and technology
● 4 full-time staff

National Archives and Records Administration
● 2 full-time agency liaisons
● SNACSchool for new member/editors

SNAC Working Groups: 
● Editorial Policy and Standards
● Technology
● Training / SNACSchool
● Communication 



SNAC serves as a platform for discovery and sharing of traditional archival authority records … descriptions of records creators: 
persons, corporate bodies and families. The authority records are part of a path to understanding the relationship between archival, 
special library and museum collections and the entities which created the collections.



Resolving archival diaspora ...

Staff from National Archives and Records Administration, the Library of Congress, and the Smithsonian 
Institution, work collaboratively in SNAC to link to special collections with common creators and content. 
Together, these institutions donated millions of EAD (Encoded Archival Description) finding aids and/or 
standardized authority records to SNAC during its research and development phase.

The following demonstration highlights SNAC’s power to organize and locate creator descriptions, then link to 
descriptions of those creators’ historical record in all special collection formats. Additionally, it shows SNAC’s 
power to link “creators to creators” in context provided by librarians and archivists.

*Some entities described in SNAC are not people, nor are they people organized within a corporate body. Based 
on parameters and rules for describing corporate bodies, some corporate entities are actually inanimate objects 
such as expeditions, aircraft and sea-going vessels.



Resolving “archival diaspora” for Norway-born 
aviator and polar explorer Bernt Balchen …

His record reveals special collections created by 
Balchen, by title in the creator of tab of the 
collections list. Here are links to titles for his 
personal papers at the U.S. National Archives, 
the Smithsonian National Air and Space 
Museum, and its Archives, and the Library of 
Congress Manuscript and Prints and 
Photographs Division. All of these materials are 
physically located near one another in 
Washington, D.C.

Outside of the Washington, D.C., area:

Brooklyn Museum

U.S. Air Force Academy Library, Colorado

Pennsylvania State Library

Univ. of Alaska Fairbanks

San Diego Aerospace Museum, Library and 
Archives



SNAC facilitates location of museum 
artifacts as well as traditional archival 
and special library collections.





This section of Balchen’s record highlights links to 
library and archives collections where he is 
“referenced in” the materials, or treated as a subject. 
For example … 

Oral histories compiled by Sydney M. Wood, held at 
the Wisconsin Veterans Museum Research Center

Aviator Autograph books compiled by Mabel Perkins 
(member of the Aero Club of Minneapolis) in the 
collections of the Smithsonian Air and Space 
Museum.

Admiral Richard E. Byrd’s personal papers at the 
Ohio State University Library’s Byrd Polar and 
Climate Research Center

And the Richard H. Anthony papers held at the 
John Hay Library of Rare Books and Special 
Collections at Brown University.

These references also provide links to the 
descriptions of the collection, by title and repository 
name.



SNAC also links to bibliographic sources ...



Linking persons to persons ...



Linking entities …

Person to person in the context 
of archival collections ...



Linking entities …
Person to Corporate:



Linking entities … Person to Corporate:



Linking in context in seemingly endless “degrees of separation” ...

Bernt Balchen, 
1920s. Balchen 
papers, Library of 
Congress. Amelia Earhart and Balchen, 

1932. Balchen papers, Library 
of Congress.

Earhart with her 
husband, George 
Palmer Putnam, 1931.
Wikipedia

George Palmer Putnam during the 
Baffin Island Expedition, 1927. From 
the John A. Pope Papers (U.S. 
National Archives)



Linking in context in seemingly endless “degrees of separation” ...

Along with Putnam on the Baffin Island Expedition, 
1927, was American geologist and explorer, 
Laurence McKinley Gould.

Laurence M. Gould, 1929, exploring 
with Byrd in Antarctica.

And back to Bernt Balchen; 
this time in his parka 
portrait taken, ca. 
1928-1930, during the First 
Byrd Antarctic Expedition.

#parkapic



Imagine the linking possibilities ... just from this single photograph from the Balchen papers

Charles A. Lindbergh   Amelia Earhart  Bernt Balchen

Banquet honoring 
aviators, 1931



More images from Balchen’s collections found in various archives, libraries and museums ...

Ellsworth, 1933

Balchen, 1933, loading the Polar Star onto 
the Wyatt Earp.

Ellsworth and Balchen 
inspect the skis for the 
Polar Star, October 
1932

Penguins Whale breaches the ice

Balchen,
Teterboro 
Airport, NJ,
1927
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