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Research questions 
about reading

Knowledge has significantly increased about the 
« what », the « when » and the « where »

Two resisting questions still remain: 

Why?

How?



What kind of transaction does there exist between a 

reader and a text?

What role does the environment play in this

transaction?

Is it possible to list and model the emotions caused

by reading?

Have these emotions changed throughout time and 

space in Europe?

Is it possible to sketch out the portrait of the 

« European reader »?



Considering the 

act of reading as 

an individual

experience



A problem:

Reading is a mental 

activity that leaves

no direct trace!



Reading experience
Reading situation

• Experience (report) // Situation (representation)

• Readers and texts (what) // circumstances (how)

Reading experience/situation = testimony

(trace) that provides at least one piece of 

information regarding the what and one 

piece of information regarding the how



WHAT

HOW



2 directions

• Identifying and describing reading
experiences/situations.

• Connecting reading
experiences/situations with their
context.



Sources
• Textual sources

• Images: paintings, photographs, drawings, 

engravings …

• Audio: recordings (transcribed)

• Digital-born content: blogs, social 

networks



Sources

• Public domain or CC-like

• Already digitized

• FAIR principles compliant

• Languages: English, French, German, 

Dutch, Italian, Czech

• 18th – 21st century



Source : Memories of fiction, Ferelith H. interview part 2 [transcribed], 2014, https://soundcloud.com/memoriesoffiction/ferelith-part-2



What

How

Results

When

Where

Source : Memories of fiction, Ferelith H. interview part 2 [transcribed], 2014, https://soundcloud.com/memoriesoffiction/ferelith-part-2



Source : Mary Cassatt, Nurse reading to a little girl, 1895, NY, Metropolitan Museum of Art



Source : Mary Cassatt, Nurse reading to a little girl, 1895, NY, Metropolitan Museum of Art
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Standards involved
• Semantic web (RDF, SPARQL, SKOS)

• TEI

• FRBRoo



And cultural 
institutions? 

Strong need for curated digital 

collections

Populating the database

Training the machine



•Possibility to annotate and enrich digital 

collections

•Possibility to create special collections about 

reading

•APIs and methodology replicable and 

transposable to other esthetical experiences

And cultural institutions? 

What we plan to offer:



Thank you for 

your attention.
http://readit-project.eu

anne.baillot@univ-lemans.fr

francois.vignale@univ-lemans.fr
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