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Researchers Seek Source
Of Historic Quote

Visit Historic Battlefield

Gettysburg, PA, January 4, 2014-Researchers from
the Penn State University Libraries are seeking the
source of an historic quote inscribed on a mural at
the Gettysburg National Military Park Museum
and Visitor Center.
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Military Park Museum and Visitor Center.

The quote, “Every name...is a lightning stroke to
some heart, and breaks like thunder over some
home, and falls a long black shadow upon some
hearthstone,” 1s attributed to the Gettysburg
Compiler of July 7, 1863 on the killed and
wounded at Gettysburg.
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gjery name...1is a /zg/ommg stroke to
some heart, and breaks like thunder over
some home, and falls a long black shadow

upon some hearthstone. ”

Gettysburg Compiler, July 7, 1863,

on the killed and wounded at Gettysburg

Librarian Sue Kellerman considers the quote
inscribed on the mural at the museum.

The search was prompted by a call to Sue
Kellerman, Head, Digitization and Preservation
Department, from a Civil War historian, who
asked Kellerman to confirm the source of the
quote. The historian felt confident that the
Complier was the source of this heart-felt
sentiment published following the Battle of
Gettysburg. “When a researcher called to verify
the existence of a quote from a Civil War era
newspaper,” said Kellerman, “I had no idea of the
journey | was about to begin.”

Searchable Text Opens Door to Discovery

Optical Character Recognition (OCR), a
technology that enables the conversion of different
types of documents, such as scanned microfilm or
paper documents, PDF files or images captured by
a digital camera into editable and searchable data,
has opened the door to new research discoveries.
When confronted with the challenge of confirming
the source of an historic quote, Kellerman
immediately logged into Penn State’s digitized
newspaper repository with its OCR enabled
keyword search capabilities.

This repository, Pennsylvania Civil War Era
Newspapers, was first launched in 2003 and
serves as the most comprehensive source of
digitized Pennsylvania newspaper from the Civil
War era - pre-war, war time and post-war covering
1830 to 1870. Today, the repository contains over
80 Pennsylvania newspapers titles with hundreds
of thousands of key-word searchable newspaper
pages from small-town rural areas to major urban
centers.

By typing the exact phrase “lightning stroke to
some heart” as the search query in the advanced
search function, Kellerman found six newspapers
that had published the quote. The Compiler
published it on October 19, 1863, but the July 7,
1863 issue was not found. The earliest newspaper
found with the quote was the July 10, 1862 issue
of the American Presbyterian published in
Philadelphia — a full year before the Battle of
Gettysburg. The American Presbyterian citied the
Home Magazine as the source of the quote which
was embedded in an editorial entitled “Wounded
and Killed”.

See Quote Traced page 1 column 5

Quote Went Viral

The search broadened to other online
newspaper databases including Chronicling
America, NewspaperArchive, and America’s
Historical Newspapers by Readex. Researcher
Cheri Banks found the quote published 22 times in
newspapers in both the North and the South.

Discovery Corrects Source of Historic Quote

Inscribed on a mural at the Gettysburg National Military Park Museum & Visitor Center

“Every name...is a lightning stroke to some heart,
and breaks like thunder over some home,

and falls a long black shadow upon some hearthstone.”

Quote attributed to the Gettysburg Compiler, July 7, 1863,
on the killed and wounded at Gettysburg

Historic Quote Went Viral

A map showing the source and distribution of the newspapers that carried the quote.
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1 DISTRIBUTION OF QUOTE
| Title Date Place of Publication t Penns ewoyork
'Arthur's Home Magazine 1862-05-00  Philadelphia, PA 0
|Highland Weekly News 1862-07-03  Hillsboro, OH 5 Indiana Ph
‘ |
|American Presbyterian and . . i

. 1862-07-10 Philadelphia, PA —
Genesee Evangelist I ; O 4 C umbus M NeW\Jersey
Joliet Signal 1862-07-29  Joliet, IL ' |nd IanapO“S
{The Crisis 1862-07-30  Columbus, OH West
'Hudson North Star 1862-08-20 Hudson, WI e R e De|aware
4Wisconsin Daily Patriot 1862-09-02 Madison, WI Vl rg ' n l a
Weekly Wisconsin Patriot 1862-09-06 Madison, WI
Goodhue Volunteer 1862-09-10  Redwing, MN l k 3 T D i stri Ct Of
Central Press 1862-10-03 Bellefonte, PA KentUC y Vl l'g l n |a % -

: | ARTHUR’S
{Columbian Weekly Register 1862-10-11 New Haven, CT ' Co l u m b l a '
Democratic Watchman 1862-11-07 Bellefonte, PA | . g;? it
\:New Hampshire Patriot and State : j ﬂ m B a g a 2 I n B +
| 1862-11-12 Concord, NH
|Gazette ' North
i'Athens Post 1862-12-26  Athens, TN ; Tennessee C l
|North Carolina Daily Bulletin 1863-03-20  Charlotte, NC a ro Ina PHILADELPHIA, MAY, 1862.
Belmont Chronicle 1863-05-14  St. Clairsville, OH C h a rlotte
The Compiler 1863-08-17  Gettysburg, PA
Plain Dealer 1863-09-09  Cleveland, OH
| ' Atlanta South

|Evening Union 1863-09-12 Washington, DC O 5
The Compiler 1863-10-19  Gettysburg, PA pi Car0| l na
|Daily Patriot and Union 1863-10-24  Harrisburg, PA
;Evening Telegraph 1864-01-07 Harrisburg, PA Alabama

|
‘Daily Dayton Empire 1865-03-07 Dayton, OH
-

|
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Quote Found In Editorial - “Wounded and Killed” - Attributed to Home Magazine

Published in Philadelphia, May 1862 ----- Three weeks after the Battle of Shiloh, April 6-7, 1862

“Wounded and Killed”

Editorial Reprinted by

Weekly Wisconsin Patriot
September 6, 1862

citing Home Magazine

I Retrieved from Readex — America’s Historical Newspapers

Battle of Shiloh

April 6-7, 1862
Pittsburg Landing, TN

Headlines from the Philadelphia Inquirer, April 10, 1862

I —

Wourpep AND KILLED.—It takes but little
space in the columns of daily papers; but 0!
what long houschold stories and biographies are
every one of these strange names, we read over
and forget !

““Wounded and killed!?’ Some eye reads
the name to whom it is dear as life, and gome
heart is struck or broken with the blowmade by
the name among the list.

It is our Henry,or onr James, orour Thomas
that lies with his poor broken limbs at the hos-
pital, or white, still, and ghastly face on the
battle field. Alas! for the eyes that read; alas
. for the hearts that feel!

: “‘He was my pretty boy, that I've sang to
sleep 80 many times in my armsl’’ says the poor
mother, bowing in anguish that canunot be utter-
ed. *“*He was my brave, noble husband, tke,
father of my Zittle orphan children!'” sobs the
stricken wife. ‘‘He was my darling brother,
- that I loved so, that I was proad of,”’ marmars

ONE HUNDRED ﬁn F.IFTT THOT- the sister, amid tears; and sothe terrible stroke

falls on homes throughout the land,
SAND MEN ENGAGED. “\Wounded and killed!” Everyname inthat

! ~ ’ list is a lightning stroke to some heart, and
: breaks like thunder over some home, and falls,

| DES FEHﬁTE ﬂﬂHiEST OF TWO DAYS | a{long Jl;r!zvualz' shadow upon some hearthstone.—
AT PITTSBURG LANDING. Iome BMugazine.

| THE GREATEST BATTLE |
\Fonght on the Ameriean Continent. |

Glorions Resalt to the Union Army. |

I'HE REBELS ROUTED IN ALL
DIRECTIONS !

Detail, “Battle of Gettysburg” Cyclorama

At Gettysburg National Military Park.
Painted by Paul Dominique Philippoteaux.

First shown in Boston in 1884.

HEAVY LOSS OF LIFE.I

Wounded and Killed
at Shiloh

Philadelphia Inquirer
April 10, 1862

The casualties are numerous.

General GRANT Is wounded in tke ankle, slichtly,

General W, H, L. WaLLacy, killed,

General SMITH, severely wounded.

Colonel HALL, Sixtecnth Iilinois, killed,

Colonels LoGAN, Thirty-second Illinois, and D.-
v1s, Fifty-first Illinois, wounded severely.

Alojor HUNTER, Thirty-second Illinois, killed,

‘The killed, wounded and missing are not less than
Sfive thoysand, >
~ Colonel PrABODY, Twenty-fifth Wisconsin, is
also pev(rely wounded, = _ .

Other Recent Battles

Philadelphia Inquirer
March 31, 1862

Additional List of Killed and Wounded
at the Battle of Winchester.
Special Correspondence of the Inquirer.
WINCHESTER, March 29, 1862,

' i the additional names of the
k.ilIl'gt? a?&l:‘gﬁ%e?lr?n the late battle at Winchester,
Sunday, March 23 :—

EIGHTY-FOURTH PENNSYLVANIA.
WOUNDED,

Company A.—John Brooks, seriously; Michacl
Farrel, slightly ; Felix Mellin, slightly.

‘Company B.—Second Corporal Jackson Hollin-
back, slightly ; Joseph Pinkerton.

Company C.—Third Sergeant Charles W. Curry,
Fifth Sergeant Silas White, seriouely; First Corpo-
ral William C. Hileman, seriously; Henry Grimes,
slightly; Martin Young, slightly; Robert Taylor,
slightly. )

Company D.—Michael Fitzharris, slightly; J. Pros-
ser, mortally. ] _

Company E.—Color Sergeant Hugh Smith, seri-
ously; Joseph Ledger, seriously; Wm. Gallagher,
seriously.

Quote Traced to
Arthur’s Home Magazine

Philadelphia, PA
May 1862

University Park, PA-With the realization that a
historic guote was embedded in an editorial in
Home Magazine, researchers at the Penn State
University Libraries honed in on finding the
magazine. A search of Google, Wikipedia, and
ProQuest’s American
Periodicals online data-
base, lead to Arthurs
Home Magazine pub-
lished in Philadelphia
by Timothy Shay
Arthur from 1852 to
1898. The magazine
was designed for wo-
men and children with
the inclusion of pat-
terns for fancywork,
puzzles for children,
poems, and literature
that espoused high
moral values.

The entire
“Wounded and Killed”
editorial was printed in the May 1862 issue,
volume 19, page 320 and was penned by V.F.T. On
closer examination of the editorial, it becomes
apparent that newspapers did not reprint the
last two paragraphs in which V.F.T. expressed hope
that the war would soon be over and the nation

"unbroken, united and free!”
But who was V.F.T?

& For your Wife, Daughtery Sister, or Friend.£#2

Author of Quote
Identified

Virginia Frances Townsend

University Park, PA-Virginia Frances Townsend
was identified as the author of the editorial
“Wounded and Killed” by researchers at the Penn
State University Libraries.

Virginia Frances Townsend
1836-1920

The infamous quote “lightning stroke to some
heart” embedded in the editorial was penned by
the 26 year old editor of Arthur s Home Magazine.
Beginning in 1856 as the magazine’s editorial as-
sistant at age 19, Townsend along with publisher
Timothy S. Arthur, who described her as his “very
capable assistant,” wrote most of the serials and
many of the short stories.

Her editorial mentions the lists of wounded and
killed that had been published in the newspapers
for the past year. This led researchers to seek out
the papers Townsend may have been reading from
Philadelphia. A free, online database of the
Philadelphia Inquirer Civil War Archive yielded
news about recent battles that moved Townsend to
write her editorial.

The most recent news was about the heavy
casualties suffered by Union troops at Pittsburg
Landing, TN in the Battle of Shiloh on April 6-7,
1862. And the lists of wounded and killed in the
Battle of Winchester, VA on March 23, just two
weeks before Shiloh, were still being published.
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