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Summary 

 The issue : ensuring the continuity of 

BnF heritage collections 

 First approach: direct deposit 

 Second approach: web harvesting 

 Third approach: harvesting of 

password-protected content 

 Conclusion and next steps 
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Ensuring the continuity of 

BnF newspaper collections 

 Through legal deposit, BnF has been 
collecting all newspaper titles since… 
the invention of periodicals 

 This mission is now faced with 
challenges due to development of 
online press 
 Digital migration of paper publications 

(“bi-media” or digital only) 

 Growing role of “pure-player” 

 As a paradox, increasing number of 
paper editions 
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Direct deposit by publishers: 

objectives and goals 

 Early 2000s: problems with regional daily 

newspapers 

 Many local versions of the same newspaper 

 First, replace paper versions by microfilms 

 Microfilms produced by the publisher or by BnF 

 But microfilming is a onerous solution 

 Second, replace microfilms by a digital 

equivalent of the printed document: the “master” 
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Issues and solutions 

 Legal issues 
 Specific agreements: Populaire du Centre, Union 

de Reims (2003), Ouest  France (2005) 

 June 2006: decree on legal deposit of digital 
substitute 

 Technical issues 
 Deposit: DVDs or FTP 

 Access: structure metadata (flatplan or “railway”) 

 Preservation: format validation 

 Technical solutions supported by BnF experience 
in digital collections management 
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And yet… 
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An unsuccessful experience 

 DVDs were effectively delivered… 

 … but BnF was not able to manage them 
 Problems of conformity between original on 

paper and digital copy 

 Delivered structure metadata were frequently 
wrong 

 Lessons learnt 
 Take the document at the very last step of the 

publishing workflow 

 Do not depend on the publisher’s internal 
specificities 
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Second approach: web 

harvesting 
 Collect (“crawl”) data available on the web 

in order to keep the memory of 
contemporary publications 

 From experiment to mission 
 2000-2001 : first experiments 

 2002 : first production crawl (presidential 
elections) 

 2006 (August) : law on internet legal 
deposit 

 2008 : access opened in BnF web 
archives 

 2010 : newspaper websites are harvested 
on a daily basis 
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 Using a software called “robot”, 

“spider” or harvester, which 
 Departs from a list of “seeds” URLs 

 Extracts hyperlinks from web pages and 

follows them… just like an automated 

internet user 

 Copies only pages and files that are in its 

scope (defined by curators) 

 

 From a technical point of view, it is 

not a “deposit” anymore but a collect 
 

A matter of harvesting 
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The true face of the robot 
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Harvesting the “news” at 

BnF 

 100 titles selected and curated by 
 The press service (Law, Economics, Politics 

department) 

 The periodicals service (Legal Deposit Department) 

 According to a typology defined by the press service 
 Press agencies 

 National daily newspapers 

 Regional daily newspapers 

 Magazines 

 Portals 

 Internet information 

 Pure players 
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Browsing the 

archives of 

the online 

newspapers 
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Pros and cons 

 From content point of view 

 Ensures similarity between published and 
collected content 

 Ensures continuity of collection 

 Integrate press collections in a wider 
context (blogs, social networks) 

 From technical and economical point of 
view 

 Integrate newspapers in the general web 
archiving workflow (from selection to 
preservation and access) 
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Pros and cons 

 Password-protected content is 

not harvested (the robot hasn’t 

any visa card!) 

 PDF versions of the 

newspapers are not archived 

 Indexation is not sufficient 

 No unitary description 

 No link to the catalogue 

 A third way needs to be found 
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A third way for digital legal 

deposit ? 

 Harvesting Ouest France : a pilot project 

 Why Ouest France? 

 Biggest circulation in France 

 Biggest number of local versions in 

Europe 

 Long term relationships with BnF 

 First experiments in January 2012 

 



August 8, 2012 Digital legal deposit for French Newspapers - 

Clément Oury - IFLA Preconference, Mikkeli 2012 
22 

Coverage of Ouest France 

distribution 
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Current solutions 

 A specific password is given to the robot 

(Heritrix) 

 Harvest occurs every day, in the middle of 

the morning 

 Current results 

 Whole content collected in 4 hours 

 2 000 files on which 1 600 PDF pages 

 850 MB (0,3 TB per year) 
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Next steps 

 

 

 

 

 Extend the number of harvested publications 

 Trying to encompass all kind of titles: national 
daily press, pure players… 

 Propose a better access interface 

 Draw links between our general catalogues and 
web archives 
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To conclude 

 Two projects started in the early 2000’, 

whose goals were different: 

1) Reduce the number of paper versions 

2) Take into account a new kind of heritage 

 Easier to get documents on the publishing 

side than on the production side 

 Both approaches are currently merged in a 

third way: harvesting of password-protected 

content 

 

 



Thank you for your 

attention! 
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The International Internet 

Preservation Consortium 


